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Acronyms and Abbreviations

Acronym or
Abbreviation
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AFY
APCD
APE
APEN
AQS
ATAD
BMPs
CAS
CDA
CDPHE
CDPS
CFR
cfs
CLOMR
CNHP
CO
CPW
CWA
DOLA
DWR
EA

EJ
ESA
FDP
FEMA
FIRM
FNSI
FPPA
FT
GMA
IGA
IPaC
lb/hr
lo/yr

Definition
American Community Survey
Acre Feet Per Year
Air Pollution Control Division
Area of Potential Effects
Air Pollution Emission Notice
Air Quality System
Autothermal Thermophilic Aerobic Digestion
Best Management Practices
Conventional Activated Sludge Basins
Colorado Department of Agriculture
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
Colorado Discharge Permit System
Code of Federal Regulations
Cubic Feet Per Second
Conditional Lefters of Map Revision
Colorado Natural Heritage Program
Carbon Monoxide
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Clean Water Act
Colorado Department of Local Affairs
Department of Water Resources
Environmental Assessment
Environmental Justice
Endangered Species Act
Flood Development Permit
Federal Emergency Management Authority
Flood Insurance Rate Maps
Finding of No Significant Impact
Farmland Protection Policy Act
Federal Threatened
Growth Management Area
Intergovernmental Agreement
Information for Planning and Consultation
Pounds Per Hour
Pounds Per Year
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Acronym or
Abbreviation Definition
LEP Limited English Proficiency
LOMR Letter of Map Revision
MBTA Migratory Bird Treaty Act
mgd Million Gallons Per Day
n.d. No Date
NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards
NFIP Nafional Flood Insurance Program
NO:2 Nifrogen Dioxide
NPIC North Poudre Irrigation Company
NRHP National Register of Historic Places
Os Ozone
OAHP Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
Pb Lead
PM 25 Particulate matter less than 2.5 microns
PMio Particulate matter less than 10 microns
SC State Special Concern
SHPO State Historic Preservation Officer
SIP State Implementation Plan
SO2 Sulfur Dioxide
SPWRAP South Platte Water Related Activities Program
SRF State Revolving Fund
ST State Threatened
tfon/yr Tons Per Year
u.s. United States
EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
us.C. United States Code
USACE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
USDA U.S. Department of Agriculture
USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
uv Ultraviolet
VOC Volatile Organic Compounds
WUS Waters of the U.S.
WWTP Wastewater Treatment Plant
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1 Summary

1.1 Project Identification

Applicant: Town of Wellington
Address: 3735 Cleveland Avenue, Wellington, Colorado 80549
Project No.: N/A

1.2 Contact Person

Ms. Patti Garcia, Town Administrator
3735 Cleveland Avenue

P.O. Box 127

Wellington, Colorado 80549

1.3 Abstract

The Town of Wellington is planning to improve their wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) located
at 6190 NE Frontage Road, Wellington, Colorado. The plant is nearing its capacity, will need to
meet more stringent regulations for effluent discharge in the near term, and the original facilities
are aging. Proposed improvements would increase the plant capacity from 0.9 million gallons
per day (mgd) to 1.75 mgd and consist of new influent screening, new grit removal, new influent
pumping, additional aeration, additional clarification, new UV disinfection, additional aerobic
digestion, additional sludge dewatering, and additional administration facilities. The project
would also move the existing fence to the west side of the Town's WWTP property limit. All
proposed improvements would occur within the Town's existing property for the WWTP (project
areaq) (Figure 3-2).

Costs to construct the proposed improvements are estimated between $41 and $46 million. The
Town investigated strategies to fund construction of the proposed project. The Town will apply
for a loan from the State Revolving Fund (SRF) Program administered by CDPHE (the Town will
pay the engineering fees for the proposed project from their sewer fund). With the proposed
changes in the rate schedule described below, it is anficipated that the loan will be repaid by
2037. Terms of the loan will be finalized after construction costs are finalized and the Town files
the formal loan application in January 2022.

The proposed rate changes include increasing the residential tap fee from $7,500 to $9,700 with
an annual increase of $300.00 programmed for the next 20 years. The residential sewer base rate
would initially be increased from $20.63 to $36.00 per month, with a yearly $2.00 increase to a
maximum base rate of $45.00 reached in 2026. The usage rate would initially be increased from
$6.50/1,000 gallons to $13.00/1,000 gallons, with an annual increase of $2.00 to a maximum rate
of $20.50/1,000 gallons in 2026. These proposed rate increases are subject to change and must
be approved by the Town Board of Trustees, which is expected to occurin late 2021.

1.4 Comment Period

In conformance with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act and the
Colorado Environmental Review Process, a Finding of No Significant Impact (FNSI) will be subject
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to a 30-day public review period. The FNSI will be distributed to interested persons and agencies
for their review. The FNSI will be available for public review at the Colorado Department of Public

Health and Environment. Any comments received will be given due consideration. Comments
should be addressed to:

Aly Ulibarri, Project Manager

Water Quality Control Division

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
WQCD-OA-B2

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South

Denver, Colorado 80246-1530
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2 Purpose and Need for Action

The purpose of proposed improvements to the Town of Wellington (Town) WWTP is to address
capacity issues resulting from population growth, achieve compliance with more stringent
effluent requirements, and replace aged infrastructure. The identified needs of the project are
outlined below and detailed in the Town of Wellington Wastewater Treatment Masterplan (Town
of Wellington 2020):

®  Flows and loads to the plant are nearing its current rated capacity as a result of
substantial population growth that has occurred within the Town in the past few years,
which is a trend that is expected to continue.

®  More stringent wastewater nutrient removal regulations will need to be met for discharge
of plant effluent in the near ferm.

®  The original facilities are aging and require investment to continue their functions in the
future. The facilities will need to be replaced because they cannot be further expanded.
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3 Project Summary
The Town's existing WWTP is located southeast of the Town'’s city limits at 6190 NE Frontage Road,

Wellington, Colorado (Figure 3-1). The WWTP treats wastewater flows from the Town's collection
system that are received from residential, commercial, and civic sources. The existing plant,
which was originally constructed in 2003 and expanded in 2016, has a current capacity of 0.9
million mgd as rated by the CDPHE. Current operations at the plant include administration
facilities, influent screening, grit removal, influent pumping, aeration, clarification, and ultraviolet
(UV) disinfection for liquid processing prior to discharge to Boxelder Creek. Solids processing
includes aerobic digestion, dewatering, and air drying prior to hauling to a third party solids
composting facility.

The proposed project would increase the plant capacity to 1.75 mgd and consist of new influent
screening, new grit removal, new influent pumping, additional aeration, additional clarification,
new UV disinfection, additional aerobic digestion, additional sludge dewatering, and additional
administration facilities. The project also includes moving the existing fence on the west side of
the plant farther west to the Town's property limit. All proposed improvements and construction
activities would occur within the existing property limit owned by the Town for the WWTP (Figure
3-2).

The benefits of the proposed project include creating additional capacity for expected growth;
reducing nitrogen and phosphorus concentrations in the effluent, which will reduce water
quality impacts to Boxelder Creek; increasing energy efficiency for plant processes; and
improving safety, operations, and maintenance for the facility.

While the proposed project is currently under design, the estimated cost to implement the
proposed project over the next several years (early 2022 to early 2024) ranges between
approximately $41 and $46 million (based on a 30 percent cost estimate that includes
engineering fees). The Town plans to finance the proposed project through a combination of
revenue from its existing sewer fund and a low-interest SRF construction loan.

3.1 Alternatives Analysis

This section summarizes the alternatives evaluated to meet the purpose and need of the project.
A No Action Alternative and three build alternatives were evaluated, including Optimize Existing
Facility, Consolidate Operations with Nearby Facilities, and Expand and Replace Existing
Facilities.

3.1.1 No Action Alternative

A No Action Alternative was evaluated to provide a baseline comparison with the proposed
project. Under the No Action Alternative, the Town's WWTP would not be upgraded and
expanded, and would operate under ifs existing capacity. As such, it would not meet the
purpose and need of the project because it would not have sufficient capacity to serve the
Town's planned growth, it would not meet more stringent wastewater nutrient removal
regulations for plant effluent discharge in the near term, and the existing facilities would
continue to age.
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Figure 3-1: Planning Area
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